






History of CatholicTV

On Jan. 1, 1955, Archbishop Richard 

J. Cushing celebrated a pontifical low 

Mass in a television studio near Kenmore 

Square in Boston. It was the first program 

ever produced by the Catholic Television 

Center of the Archdiocese of Boston and 

it was the first chapter in the story of The 

CatholicTV Network.

CatholicTV has grown from its humble 

beginnings as a small archdiocesan sta-

tion with three cameras. Today, it has its 

own broadcasting station and has become 

the world’s first full-time Catholic televi-

sion station. It employs a general enter-

tainment format along with Daily and 

Sunday Masses. The CatholicTV Network 

is recognized nationally as a leader in 

broadcast television for the purpose of 

evangelization and outreach.

1951
First live Mass 

broadcast on WBZ

1955
First live Sunday Mass

1970
The Catholic Television 

Center burns down

1973
First live Daily Mass

1984
Cable channel begins 

transmission on 
Cablevision in Boston

2005-
2006

Purchase and 
ground breaking of 

Chestnut St. site 
for new studio

2007
Farewell Chapel St.

Hello 34 Chestnut St. 
First Mass from 

new chapel

Today
Available via cable, 

satellite, IPTV, 
24/7 Live Stream

“The CatholicTV Network is an 
always-on, free to air, prayerful 
and inspiring resource for 
Catholics everywhere. 
We are always here for you.”

Bishop Robert Reed 
President

The CatholicTV Network

Jay Fadden
General Manager

The Catholic TV Network


